
Advent 1 Candle Lighting (Nov 30) - HOPE 
 

DEB: Some churches measure their success by the number of people in Sunday worship. At South, we 

count on GOD to determine success by a standard of humility and service … by the way we share the 

Good News that no matter what, we are loved by our creator. 

SANDY:  Some people participate in our programs, what we call our Acts of Faith, and never set foot 

into worship on Sunday morning, and that’s okay. They are still part of us and part of South Church. 

ANN:  This year, each Sunday in Advent will feature a different Act of Faith as we light our Advent 

candles and today, we are lifting up the first of our Acts to meet outside the church building (when we 

had one) … Food for Thought. 

JUDITH:  Four years ago we decided that one way to grow community was to get together and talk 

about books we had read. And what better place to do that then one of the centers for community on Mt. 

Hope Avenue … the Mt. Hope Diner.  Mike, the owner of the Diner, not only lets us meet there for free 

but joins us on occasion and celebrates all of our milestones with us.  

NANCY:  The focus for today is HOPE.  In this case, it is hope on Mt. Hope in the form of a community 

book group. Currently, counting Mike, there are 13 members of this group … 7 who started out affiliated 

with South and 6 who are neighbors and friends of South Church. Every week we talk about the book but 

we also share life events and we are growing together.  

ANN:  There is always room for another chair at the table. We meet at 4:30 almost every Friday and this 

week we will begin the book The Noticer by Andy Andrews, a story of how the author met his mentor, an 

old man with the ability to notice fine details and ask deep, thought-provoking questions that become the 

catalyst for a big change in Andrews’ life.   

SANDY:  This is the kind of community that Jesus built … caring, inquisitive, and hope-filled. Today, as 

we begin our celebration of Advent, we rejoice in the great gift that is ours in Jesus Christ. 

NANCY:  These candles signify that Jesus is the Light of the World. 

The evergreens remind us that He is life and brings life to us. 

All these are arranged in a circle because life in Christ has no end. 

JUDITH:  On this first Sunday of Advent, we light the candle of hope. Hope is our assurance that God 

will finish all that God has started. 

Hope is our confidence that God will do all that God has promised. 

DEB:  All the promises of God are fulfilled in Jesus Christ. In the words of 2 Corinthians: He is our hope, 

today and forever! (2 Corinthians 1:20)  Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift! (2 Corinthians 9:15) 

Let us Pray together:  Holy God, your people waited for the coming of the Messiah as we wait 

now for the rebirth of Immanuel in our hearts and lives. Keep the flame of hope alive and 

well within us for we hope in your Love, we hope for your Light and we live in the sure and 
certain hope of your Saving Grace.  Amen. 

 
(Singing of a song will follow … Allison will just start right in and we can all go & sit down.) 

 


