
CLOSING PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Heavenly, Holy Healer: we complete this ritual of healing and 

wholeness knowing that your healing presence goes with us and 
will continue long after we have left this place. Watch over us and 
guide us to make wise decisions regarding our health. Bring us to a 
state of physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual Shalom and help 

us to share that wholeness with everyone we meet. Hear us now as 
we pray the prayer Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil for Thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN #110            Love Has Come  
 

* RECAPPING THE DAY & BENEDICTION 

Healing comes  From the inside out. 
Peace comes  From the inside out. 

The power of Shalom comes  From the inside out. 
God loves us  Inside and out. 
And the Christ will be born Inside and out. 

Inside, in the midst of our fears,  
And outside, in the chaos and hopelessness of the world. 
The Darkness is Great But it cannot overpower the Light. 

Hatred and despair   Cannot overpower the Love and Hope. 
They will know we are Christians by our Love, 
And Love WINS! Every time. 
Let us go into the world as Light Bearers … Healed Ones sharing the Hope of tomorrow 

and the Love of the One who is about to Birth a New Creation right in our midst inside 
each one of us. 
In the name of the Creator, the Christ and the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

CHORAL BENEDICTION           Lord, Make Us More Holy 
African American Spiritual 

 

POSTLUDE           Blessed Assurance 
arr. M. Hayes 

 
(As the postlude begins, you are invited to start the time of fellowship.) 

 
 

Music Director: Allison Thorp 
Pastor:  The Reverend Deborah Fae Swift 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Transform Your Spirit          Transform Our World   
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Order of Worship         *All who are able, please stand in body or spirit. 
 

 

PRELUDE            What a Friend We Have in Jesus 
arr. M. Hayes 

 

COMMUNITY SHARING  

 

CHORAL INTROIT          Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song 
Les Petites Soeurs de Jesus and L’Arche Community 

 

* CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)                                                  from Isaiah 2:3, 5  

(Sung Solo) Prepare ye, the Way of the Lord. Prepare ye, the Way of the Lord. 
(Sung Response)  

Prepare ye, the Way of the Lord. Prepare ye, the Way of the Lord. 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the temple of the God of Jacob. 
He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths.” 

Come, descendants of Jacob, let us walk in the light of the Lord. 
 

*HYMN #82                                                                                            Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus                  
GLORY TO GOD 

RESPONSIVE PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
“The people who walked in Darkness have seen a great Light”  (Isa.9:2) 
Often we act, not out of willful disobedience, but because we are 

surrounded by Darkness and things appear to be other than they really are. 
Let us call to mind those times when, through hindsight, we see that we 
were not focused on the Light, or faced in the direction of Jesus. 
<Silent Prayer of Confession> 

 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE 

After the candle is lit, the congregation shall pray and sing. 
Let us Pray together:  Holy God, your people waited for the coming of the 
Messiah as we wait now for the rebirth of Immanuel in our hearts and 
lives. Keep the flame of hope alive and well within us for we hope in your 
Love, we hope for your Light and we live in the sure and certain hope of 

your Saving Grace.  Amen. 
 

CANDLE LIGHTING HYMN #92 (1st stanza only)                              While We Are Waiting, Come 

 

EMERGING WISDOM      Congregational Sharing 
Topic: When you have to wait for something, what’s one thing you sometimes do to 
make the time pass more quickly? 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS                               Mark 13:24-37 

 

REFLECTION                The Advent of What? 
The Reverend Deborah Fae Swift 

 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

We have hope for tomorrow and so we can share the gifts we have today knowing that 

there will always be enough and we will always have what we need. 
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM              I Believe 
Music: M. Miller; Text: Anonymous Jewish Poem 

 

 

* PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS - HYMN # 88 (1st stanza only)  

O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
 

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

As we look ahead to your coming, O Christ, we are aware of those who need 
your healing presence in our world today. And so we dedicate these gifts and 
offerings to you that you might use them through this church to bring 

healing and wholeness … your great Shalom … to our community. Amen. 

HYMN OF PREPARATION 471 (stanza 1 repeated many times)         O Lord, Hear My Prayer 

A SERVICE FOR HEALING AND WHOLENESS 

(Chant)  Om, Shalom.  Om, Shalom.  Om, Shalom, Shalom. Om, Shalom.  Om, 
Shalom.  Om, Shalom, Shalom.  
Om, Shalom.  Om, Shalom.  Om, Shalom, Shalom. Om, Shalom.  Om, 
Shalom.  Om, Shalom, Shalom. 

 
INVITATION 
PRAYER 

Let us pray ...  We ask your presence among us, O God, Creator of the 
universe, Sustainer of life, Redeemer of humankind;   
Bring your healing light and power into our wounded hearts and 

bodies and minds and souls, clear the way for each of us to discover 
within ourselves the fullness of your power and all of your 
wondrous blessings; help us dear God to respond to your vast love 
and to bless you,  so that we may be a beacon through which you 

may shine into the world and be everlasting citizens of your 
Kingdom both in heaven and on earth.   Amen. 

ADVENT HEALING 

BLESSING THE OIL 
ANOINTING & BLESSING 


